	Thesis and Arguments

25 points
	Paper includes a clear overall thesis and 2-3 main points that connect to this thesis. Each main point reflects reasoned and clearly articulated positions. Each main point and the overall thesis are clear responses to the essay prompt.  

	Analysis 


40 points
	Each main point is clearly articulated. Each argument is clearly explained and the writer fully explains their reasoning for all points made in the paper. Each argument is supported with reliable evidence and a straightforward explanation of how the evidence supports the author’s position. 

	Organization




10 points
	Paper includes proper paragraphing. The first and last paragraphs includes only the main points and thesis. Proper transitional sentences are used when shifting topics. Paragraphs within the body of the paper begin with a main point, include evidence that is properly referenced, and then the author’s analysis connects the main point and evidence with clear analysis before using a transitional sentence to shift topic/focus. 

	Citations
5 points
	Paper includes parenthetical citations and a proper Reference page. Author uses MLA formatting. 

	Resources




[bookmark: _GoBack]20 points
	The author includes only reliable evidence that is well-researched. All secondary resources referenced are sources that include in-depth content. All secondary sources have cited evidence and a reference page. The author does not include references to dictionaries, Wikipedia, general Encyclopedias or other content that is either unreliable or provides only superficial or general content on a topic.  



This rubric indicates the required content and expectations for full credit. 
